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Prefixes 
A prefix is a short word part added before a word or word root to modify its meaning. For 

example, the word lateral means “side.” Adding the prefix uni-, meaning “one,” forms 

unilateral, which means “affecting or involving one side.” Adding the prefix contra-, 

meaning “against or opposite,” forms contralateral, which refers to opposite side. 
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Exercise 

Fill in the blanks: 

1. Monoclonal refers to a colony (clone) derived from_____________ cell(s). 

2. The quadriceps muscle has __________________ part(s). 

3. To unify means to make two or more parts into ___________ part(s). 

4. The term semilunar means ________________ moon(s). 

5. A dichotomy has __________________________ part(s). 

6. A multicellular organism has ___________________________________ cell(s). 

7. A tetralogy (te-TRAL-o-je) is composed of______________ elements or factors. 

8. A triangle (TRI-an-gl) has ___________________________________ angle(s). 

9. Bipolar (bi-PO-lar) means having _________________________pole(s). 

Prefixes for Colors 

Prefix  Meaning Example Prefix meaning example  

cyan/o blue cyanosis bluish discoloration of the skin due to lack 

of oxygen 

erythr/o red erythrocyte a red blood cell 

leuk/o white, 

colorless 

leukoplakia white patches in the mouth 

melan/o black, dark melanin the dark pigment that colors the hair and 

skin 

xanth/o yellow xanthoderma yellow coloration of the skin 

 

Match the following terms and write the appropriate letter to the left of each 

number 

1. melanocyte (MEL-a-no-sit)                    a. pertaining to bluish discoloration 

2. xanthoma (zan-THO_-ma)                      b. redness of the skin 

3. cyanotic (si_-a-NOT-ik)                          c. yellow raised area on the skin 

4. erythroderma (e-rith-ro-DER-ma)         d. cell that produces dark pigment 

5. leukemia (lu_-KE-me-a)                          e. overgrowth of white blood cells 
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Negative Prefixes: 

 
 

Exercise 

Identify and define the prefix in each of the following words: 

                                                                         Prefix             Meaning of Prefix 

1. amorphous (without form) (root morph/o)       a-     not, without, lack of, absence  

2. antibody -----     ------------------- 

3. amnesia -----     ------------------- 

4. disintegrate -----     ------------------- 

5. contralateral -----    -------------------  

6. incontinent                                                        -----     ------------------- 

7. dehumidify                                                        -----     ------------------- 

8. noncontributory                                                -----     ------------------- 
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Prefixes for Direction:- 

 
 

Prefixes for Degree :  

 

 

Exercise: 

  

Match the following terms and write the appropriate letter to the left of each 

number: 

1. pandemic                        a. located at the surface (above other structures) 

2. hyposecretion                 b. less than the normal number of teeth 

3. hypertension                   c. underproduction of a substance 

4. oligodontia                     d. disease affecting an entire population 

5. superficial                      e. high blood pressure 
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Prefixes for Size and Comparison:- 

 

 

Exercise: 

Match the following terms and write the appropriate letter to the left of each 

number: 

1. reflux                             a. an irregularly shaped cell 

2. orthodontic                    b. pertaining to normal body temperature 

3. pseudoreaction              c. backward flow 

4. poikilocyte                    d. false response 

5. normothermic                e.pertaining to straight teeth 
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Prefixes for Time and/or Position: 

 

Exercise:  

Match the following terms and write the appropriate letter to the left of each 

number: 

1. postnasal                                      a. throwing or extending forward 

2. antecedent                                    b. occurring before the proper time 

3. projection                                     c. behind the nose 

4. premature                                     d. before birth 

5. prenatal                                        e. occurring before another event 

 

Prefixes for Position: 
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Exercise:  

Match the following terms and write the appropriate letter to the left of each 

number: 

1. endonasal (en-d o-NA -zal)             a. placement of the heart outside its normal position 

2. syndrome (SIN-dro m)                    b. middle layer of the developing embryo 

3. mesoderm (MES-o-derm)               c. the last stage of cell division 

4. ectocardia (ek-to-KAR-de-a)          d. within the nose 

5. Telophase (TEL-e-f a z)                  e. group of symptoms occurring together 

 

Identify and define the prefix in each of the following words: 

                                                     Prefix                              Meaning of Prefix 

6. synthesis                                  _______ ___________________________________ 

7. extract                                     _______ ___________________________________ 

8. ectopic (ek-TOP-ik)               _______ ___________________________________ 

9. symbiosis (sim-bi-O-sis)        _______ ___________________________________ 

10. endoplasm (en-do -PLAZM) _______ ___________________________________ 


